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This course introduces some basic concepts in the relationship between language and mind.
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This course begins by dealing with the fundamental questions of what is language and what is the mind
The remainder of the course then looks at various ways of understanding how the two are related. Students
will conduct some simple in—class experiments in order to examine the relationship and will also conduct
a larger experiment as a final project. Students will consider how language is represented in the mind
in terms of both first and second language acquisition as well as how language is processed with respect
to the limits of human memory.

Week 1: Introduction Week 9-10: Second language acquisition
Week 2: What is linguistic knowledge? Week 11: Final Project preparation
Week 3-4: Experimental methods Week 12-13: Real-time language processing
Week 5-6: The innnateness hypothesis Week 14: Language, thought, and culture
Week 7-8: First language acquisition Week 15: Final Projects
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Reading materials will be provided by the instructor.
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Grades will be determined on the basis of attendance and participation as well as completion of occasional
homework assignments and a final project
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Students who are considering taking the Psycholinguistics seminar in their third and fourth years are
strongly urged to take this course



